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MY THOUGHTS...

Cecil County Public 
Schools is a student- 
focused organization. 
We are constantly 
striving to do all we can 
for the benefit of our 
students and working 
every day to provide  a 
world-class education. I 

don't think this surprises anyone, though. As a 
school system, one would assume that we 
should be doing this. However, this is a role 
that we take very seriously; which is why we 
love to CELEBRATE the accomplishments of 
students, staff, and community partners who 
help us each day to achieve this mission. We 
delivered our second round of GEM Awards 
(as you can see in the article to the right); we 
finished another great year of sixth graders 
attending NorthBay; we had the ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the tremendous new turf field at 
Bohemia Manor High School; and so much 
more just in the past week. I can't say enough 
about all of the great things that are happening 
in our county, but I can tell you that I am 
proud to be here to witness it and 
CELEBRATE it.
We are continuing to look for ways that we 
can provide more opportunities for students 
both during the school day and after. The 
middle school sports program continues to be a 
success with soccer and I'm looking forward to 
basketball starting in the winter season. We 
will continue to keep you updated as new 
opportunities arise.
Thank you for your continued support of the 
students and staff of Cecil County Public 
Schools.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey A. Lawson, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools Our Mission is to provide an excellent prekindergarten through graduation learning experience that 

enables ALL students to demonstrate the skills, knowledge, and attitudes required for lifelong 
learning and productive citizenship in an ever-changing global society.

GEM Awards Recipients

This week we awarded another round of Going the Extra Mile (GEM) 
Awards! This employee recognition program allows employees to nominate 
other employees for going above and beyond to support their school or 
department, their colleagues, our students, and our school system as a 
whole. Recipients will be selected several times each month and will be 
recognized by a member of the Leadership Team at the school or office of 
the recipient.  
Congratulations to the following individuals who received GEM Awards!  
To learn more about the GEM Award program, visit www.ccps.org/gem. 

@DrJalawson

Anne Tolbert
Perryville High School

Lori Blair
Cecil Manor Elementary

Kathye Olson
Division of Education Services

Shawn Johnson
Perryville Middle School

David Graham & Geoff Sudzina
Food & Nutrition Department

April Alcorn
Cherry Hill Middle School

Peter Solecki
Elkton High School

Brenda Ream
Gilpin Manor Elementary School



Work on the CCPS strategic plan is 
progressing through the timeline that 
was established at the beginning of the 
process and is going well! 

The next phase will focus on creating 
our shared mission and vision 
language. This will include 
opportunities for stakeholder 
involvement in focus groups similar 
to what we conducted in the first 
phase of planning. Dates and 

information for participation will be forthcoming.

Anyone interested in participating in these focus groups or in future 
stakeholder involvement opportunities can complete this form to 
share your contact information. Learn more about the CCPS Strategic 
Plan process at www.ccps.org/ strategicplan .

CCPS STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE

Cecil County Public Schools does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, gender 
and gender identity, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or disabling condition.

Cecil County Public Schools
Public Information Office

410-996-5474

TURF FIELD RIBBON CUTTING

On September 28, we held the official "ribbon 
cutting" for the new turf field at Bohemia Manor 
High School. BMHS athletes gathered on the field 
during the brief ceremony and then participated in 
a ceremonial run through the ribbon. 

These projects are more than just a change in 
surface material on a football field. These projects 
are an investment in our schools and in our 
students. The students at Bohemia Manor and 
Perryville High Schools, the two schools that have 
undergone these projects, have expressed 
numerous times that they are proud to have such 
quality facilities. Our partnership with county 
government is one with a focus on investing in our 
students - as learners, as athletes, as fellow citizens, 
and as future community leaders. 

These improved facilities have also proven to be an 
asset to the community as they are constantly being 
used by youth organizations for soccer, football, 
and more. With the new turf we no longer need to 
worry about  overuse or weather conditions 
affecting the field condition or the additional work 
required to maintain a grass field. Turf fields can 
sustain constant activity without the previous 
concern of diminishing quality that we once had 
for grass fields.

Thank you to Dr. McCarthy and the members of 
County Council for investing in our schools and 
our students through these projects.

It's a wrap! NorthBay 2018 successfully concluded last week 
following three weeks of CCPS sixth graders making the trip to the 
environmental education facility outside of North East for five days 
of experiential learning. While one focus of the NorthBay 
experience is the environmental education aspect, the social learning 
is just as much a part of the week for our students. 

While school systems from across our region travel to NorthBay, 
the fact that our students are able to have this experience right in 
their home county is exceptionally meaningful.

GUIDING  QUESTION  FOR  THE  6TH  GRADE  NORTHBAY  EXPERIENCE:
To what extent do your choices impact your future, community, 

and environment?  
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